2019 JANUARY NEWSLETTER
A NEW YEAR AT ABEDEEN ACADEMY
Alhamdulillah, it is with great pleasure that
we welcome the January 2019 intake students
to Abedeen Academy, who join the returning
students of September 2018 for another year
of schooling.
The Abedeen Academy teaching family has
also grown. Let’s get to know them:
Mr Ismuie Datuk Ismail
Mr Ismuie bin Dato' Ismail graduated from
IIUM with double Bachelor Degrees in Islamic
Studies and History. With 20 years of
experience as an Academic Consultant and
Motivator he joins Abedeen as the
Headmaster of Abedeen Secondary School.
Ms Syazwani Abdul Malek
As a Sports Science student, she was actively
practicing physiotherapy. Upon graduating
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Sports Science
from Universiti Malaya, she started teaching
at pre-schools and did home tutoring before
joining Abedeen as a Physical Education
teacher.
Mrs Istikomah Sajadi
With a Bachelor’s Degree in Islamic Revealed
Knowledge & Science Heritage from Universiti
Islam Antarabangsa (UIA) and 5 years of
experience teaching at tahfiz and private
schools, she joins Abedeen as the Islamic
Studies teacher.
Mr Azuan
A Master’s Degree graduate in Bioprocess
Engineering from Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia (UTM), he joins us as a Biology and
Chemistry teacher carrying 3 years of
experience tutoring school and university
students.
All the teachers are contactable
support@abedeen.edu.my or at:

at

All the administrative team members are
contactable at admin@abedeen.edu.my or at
016 261 2846
Back to school
The first week of school has just passed, and
we hope your children have settled in and are
ready to learn and develop into world leaders.
By now, your children should have received
the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Textbooks
Exercise books
School uniform
Sports shirt
Student Academic Calendar
Academic Timetable
Student Study Plan

If your child/children hasn’t received any of
the mentioned items, please get in touch with
the administrative team for our immediate
attention.
Examination Preparatory Classes
William Shakespeare once said, “Better three
hours too soon than a minute too late.”
With the academic session kicking into full
force, the examination preparatory classes for
the students sitting for the UPSR, PT3, SPM,
Cambridge Year 6 & Year 9 Checkpoints and
IGCSE Examinations began on 7th January
2019.
Parents and students will receive the
Examination Preparatory Class timetable for
easy reference.
Abedeen Academy Academic Calendar
Alhamdulillah the January 2019 intake
students have received their Academic
Calendar. The calendar can now also be
viewed
at
our
website
at
www.abedeen.edu.my under ‘Our Services’.

Primary Headmaster: 016 262 0627
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9th March:
Abedeen Academy Sports Day (all schools)
22nd – 23rd March:
Parent Teacher Meeting
23rd March:
Career Talk
25th – 29th:
School Holiday (all schools)
Cambridge IGCSE & Checkpoint Intensive
For Sports Day happening on the 9th of March,
parents may reach out to us to offer any form
of sponsorship to help make the event
happening.

The Academic Calendar shows all events,
trips, examinations, themes and holidays that
will be happening throughout your child’s
academic year.
Your children can better prepare for the
Thematic Learning session that happens every
morning at assembly, sports events and
examinations.
Parents on the other hand will be better
informed of holidays and school breaks. The
school will send an official update to parents
should there be any change to the dates for
events, trips, examinations, themes and
holidays.
In this quarter, several events are happening:
5th – 6th February:
School Closed for Chinese New Year
11th – 15th February:
Mid Term Test for students of Abedeen
International School (September Intake)

As for the Career Talk happening on the 23rd
of March, we very much welcome parents
who would like to share your journey of
success in your respective careers to motivate
the students to strive to achieve their dreams.
Parents/guardian who would like to volunteer
or become a sponsor to any of our events,
kindly
write
in
to
us
at
admin@abedeen.edu.my.
Learning at Abedeen Academy
We hear many people especially in the
education industry speak of 21st Century
Learning, Education in the 21st Century, and
21st Century Schools. What is it all about?
There are many thoughts on this. In a
nutshell, 21st Century Learning encourages
students to acquire knowledge through
technology; educational videos, networking
with students from across the globe, handing
in assignments online etc. In the process of
learning with the help of technology, students
develop into self learners, accessing limitless
information and knowledge beyond the
classroom.
With the emergence of 21st Century learning,
the teacher’s role has also shifted. Back just
10 years ago, information was not easily
accessed. Therefore, we needed teachers to
tell us what we needed to know. We needed a
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teacher figure to show us what we should
know. But things have clearly changed. With
information available within 0.03 seconds,
teachers are now facilitators and mentors
who guide the student’s learning process and
ensure the accuracy of the knowledge gained.
Once the knowledge is obtained, teachers
conduct examination preparatory classes to
teach and guide students to channel their
knowledge into the examination format and
requirement.
The way we learn has changed. Listening to
someone stand in front of the class talking for
40 minutes, downloading information to the
students is no longer effective. In this day and
age, it is highly likely that the student already
knows the information that is being
downloaded. Student needs to be given the
chance to acquire the knowledge on their
own, under supervision, and seek clarification
from the teacher when required. Let them
read, explore, discuss, draw things out,
debate, argue, write. Let them learn to love
learning.
Textbook/Activity book
As the New Year was approaching, we were
made busy liaising with our book supplier,
updating the list of textbooks and activity
books students would need for the new
academic year.
Much to our surprise, the local English
textbook and exercise book for Lower Primary
(Year 1 - Year 3) and Lower Secondary (Year 7
- Year 9) had been changed to the Cambridge
format and content. Alhamdulillah, we are
glad to know that our decision to use the
Cambridge textbook and activity book as our
main point of reference was the right first
step.
Make no mistake as we acknowledge the
importance of the MOE approved textbooks
and activity books. Hence the reason we rely
on those books especially in preparing
students for the Malaysian Examination Board
(MEB) examinations.

At Abedeen, students get to learn from
multiple resources because learning should
never be restricted to just one book or one
resource, especially in this day and age where
knowledge is boundless.

Student Study Path
A student at Abedeen Academy has the
privilege of getting Dual Certification by sitting
for both the Cambridge and Malaysian
examinations. Let’s take a closer look at the
path a student would take should they opt to
be certified under both examinations. And we
will further understand the significance of
each examination.
Under Cambridge, they only offer one (1)
examination which is the Cambridge IGCSE
Examination that students take at Year 11.
Along the way, Cambridge offers two
Checkpoints which are taken once at Year 6
and again at Year 9. The Checkpoint is only a
diagnostic assessment. Cambridge does not
issue a certificate to students who sit for the
Checkpoint as it is only meant as a tool to
analyse whether or not the students have
grasped the fundamental concepts of English,
Mathematics and Science. At Checkpoint,
students are not graded through As, Bs, and
Cs. Instead, they are scored at 0 being the
lowest level of proficiency and 6 being the
highest level of proficiency. Cambridge
produces a diagnostic report of the student’s
performance in each of the three subjects.
And this report is used by the teacher and
student to further improve the student’s
understanding and command of the topics of
the subject. A very popular question: Is the
Checkpoint compulsory? The answer is ‘No’.
Students who do not take the Checkpoint will
still be eligible to sit for the Cambridge IGCSE
Examination at Year 11. The Cambridge IGCSE
Examination is the examination that will
become their ticket to joining colleges as they
begin their journey into tertiary education.
For the Cambridge Checkpoints and IGCSE
Examination, age is not a factor, as long as
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they have reached the minimum age of 15
years old when they sit for the Cambridge
IGCSE Examination.
Under the Malaysian Examination Board
(MEB), three (3) examinations are offered;
Ujian Penilaian Sekolah Rendah (UPSR) at Year
6 (12 years old), Pentaksiran Tingkatan 3 (PT3)
at Form 3/Year 9 (15 years old) and Sijil
Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) at Form 5/Year 11
17 years old). The UPSR examination is
required for Malaysian students to enter the
secondary level of education at government
schools. The concept of PT3 has changed over
the years, with the recent concept being
called ‘Pentaksiran’ which translates to
‘Assessment’. PT3 is now internally assessed
by teachers of the school and the examination
papers no longer reach the MEB for marking.
The SPM Examination is the student’s ticket to
college. For UPSR and SPM, a certificate of
student’s performance based on grades is
produced by the MEB. For PT3 on the other
hand, a certificate of performance is produced
by the school. In the months as 2018 was
coming to an end, there were news and talks
about UPSR being changed into ‘Pentaksiran’.
But we have not heard any further news on
the plans to do so. With all these changes,
many Malaysian parents are conflicted and
face challenges in deciding which examination
they want their children to sit for and which
certification is best.
There is no one answer or solution to this
predicament. At the end of the day, it boils
down to what is the plan for the future. If the
intention is for your child to enter a
government secondary school, government
boarding school or a scholarship, UPSR is
required. If the intention is for your child to
continue their Upper Secondary studies in a
government school, PT3 is also required. If the
intention is for your child to study in a private
institution and take the SPM or Cambridge
IGCSE examination as the end game, then
neither UPSR nor PT3 becomes significant. So
there is really no one answer. It really
depends on your long term plan.

To assist your decision making, here is our
advice:
If you intend for your child to follow the
National curriculum, register your child into
Abedeen Primary School or Abedeen
Secondary School and have your child focus
only on taking the UPSR and PT3 examinations
at Year 6 and Year 9 respectively.
If you intend for your child to follow the
International curriculum, register your child
into Abedeen International School where your
child will study the Cambridge curriculum, and
have your child focus on taking the
Checkpoint first in Year 6 and then again in
Year 9.
Decide for your child to obtain Dual
Certification only at Year 11/Form 5. At this
stage, they would have been equipped with
all the fundamental proficiencies required for
the 2 major examinations.
However, in any event where you choose for
your child to sit for both the Cambridge
Checkpoint and UPSR or PT3 (according to
year), kindly note that Abedeen will put focus
on preparing your child for Checkpoint first
before UPSR or PT3 as Checkpoint assessment
happens in the middle of the year while UPSR
and PT3 happens at the end of the year.
Having your child sit for both UPSR & Year 6
checkpoint and PT3 & Year 9 checkpoint will
not only add pressure but result in your child
having to sink themselves in books and more
books.
Before reaching that crucial stage of SPM and
IGCSE, give your child a chance to explore and
achieve academic success and triumph in non
academic activities as well. After all, we are all
here to develop world leaders in the child.
And a well rounded world leader isn’t
someone who is just book smart, they are also
street savvy.
Here is the Student Study Path for a clearer
picture.

Experience our trustworthy group of companies:
Abedeen Academy Developing World Leaders | www.abedeen.edu.my | 03 8687 6999 option 2
CIC Where Leaders are Born | www.cic.com.my | 03 8687 6999 option 1

2019 JANUARY NEWSLETTER

Experience our trustworthy group of companies:
Abedeen Academy Developing World Leaders | www.abedeen.edu.my | 03 8687 6999 option 2
CIC Where Leaders are Born | www.cic.com.my | 03 8687 6999 option 1

2019 JANUARY NEWSLETTER

Experience our trustworthy group of companies:
Abedeen Academy Developing World Leaders | www.abedeen.edu.my | 03 8687 6999 option 2
CIC Where Leaders are Born | www.cic.com.my | 03 8687 6999 option 1

2019 JANUARY NEWSLETTER

Experience our trustworthy group of companies:
Abedeen Academy Developing World Leaders | www.abedeen.edu.my | 03 8687 6999 option 2
CIC Where Leaders are Born | www.cic.com.my | 03 8687 6999 option 1

2019 JANUARY NEWSLETTER
Safety and Supervision

Know an Abedeen Educator

The Abedeen Academy school compound is
installed with a security system at two (2) of
the entrances; one at the main entrance
leading to the office, and the other at the
door by the lift.

AREEJ ALI MOHAMMED ALHAMDANI

Students may only access the entrance at the
lift to enter and exit the school. For their own
safety, student is not allowed to use the
escalator, except in the case of an emergency.
In an emergent situation, student may use the
escalator but must be accompanied by an
adult (aged above 18 years old).
We seek parent’s assistance to remind your
child to always use the lift to enter and exit
the school. We also hope to get your
cooperation to head straight to the waiting
area via the lift to pick your children up at the
end of school.
Parent Teacher Meeting (PTM)
Abedeen Academy has scheduled four (4)
Parent Teacher meetings (PTM) in one
academic year for parents to meet with
teachers to discuss your child’s progress,
development and steps for improvement. The
date of the PTMs is scheduled in the Student
Academic Calendar.
However, should the need to meet the
teacher at a time other than the scheduled
PTM arise, we ask that an appointment is
made. The best time to schedule a meeting is
after 3:00 p.m., once school ends. During the
day, teachers will focus on attending to your
children. Coming during the day, especially
unannounced, will result in teachers having to
leave your children unattended in class,
disrupting the learning process.
To schedule an appointment, parent/guardian
may contact the Headmasters at the below
contact number:
Primary Headmaster: 016 262 0627
Secondary Headmaster: 016 262 0017

Ms Areej is a Year 1 Super Teacher for the
September intake students. She is also the
Assistant Headmaster (Co-curricular) who
joined Abedeen Academy in June of 2018. She
shares her experience at Abedeen Academy:
“I am from Yemen and I have a Degree is in
Psychology and an MBA in Project
Management. I have been a teacher for 6
years. While teaching, I took up courses on
emotional intelligence and guidance &
counselling in order to upgrade myself as a
teacher.
I feel so grateful to work in such an
environment that cares about making
effective change in the students to become
great leaders in the future. As an educator, it
was a challenge for me to choose the school I
wanted to work with. Finding a school that
matched my vision was particularly difficult as
I found most education organisations focus on
academic success, putting aside nurturing
good values and positive personality. When I
joined Abedeen Academy, I finally felt that I
had found an organisation that will allow me
to achieve my goals in raising a generation
that possesses good values, positive
personality and effective skills for a successful
future.
I started teaching in Yemen as a general
teacher for lower primary students for 5
years. I also served as the Assistant Librarian
where I managed the reading corner at
Ajnadin School in Abu Dhabi for 1 year. At
Abedeen, I am the Super Teacher for Year 1
September intake students. I develop the
student’s interests, abilities, creativity, and
increase their love for learning. As the
Assistant Headmaster (Co-curricular), I
develop and manage all extracurricular
activities the students are involved in. This
includes ensuring the students are ready for
local and international competitions.
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In my opinion, the main aim of education is to
grow children to be strong individuals of the
society who will make a difference in the
future and to make them be able to help
others in their society. Education aims to
develop communication skills, social skills, and
academic skills that will help them improve
their relationships with others, be successful
and happy individuals. I believe that teachers
individually and collectively have the ability to
not only change the world but to improve it.
As an educator, I always have long-term goals
and short-term goals for my students. My
short-term goals are to help them overcome
the challenges they may face through their
journey in Year 1 and to help them start
reading, writing and counting. My long-term
goals on the other hand are to take care of
their emotions and to raise their confidence
and self-esteem in order for them to become
strong individuals. High self-esteem will
enable them to achieve their goals and to be
happier people. I want to create a safe and
healthy environment for them to develop into
world leaders. My dream is to plant good
values that will make them be the change in
the world and to make it a better place. I
always dream to see my students happy,
strong, and independent in the future. As a
teacher, I will play a part in helping them to
do that. I am glad to have been given the
privilege of shaping future parents and
productive members of society.
Students should learn to improve their skills
and performance. They should learn that
being disciplined is the key to be successful.
By disciplining their selves they will be
successful in achieving their goals and
enhance their performance. The students
should learn to manage their time to be more
effective. School and parents should help
them manage their time and to be more
independent by teaching them to be
responsible for their actions and their
learning. Parents and the school must work

side by side to create this change in the
students.
In my teaching, I use different and mixed
methods. I use the visualization method to
increase their imagination. I also encourage
students of mixed abilities to work together
by promoting the small group or whole class
activities. I allow students to express their
ideas and to respond to each other to develop
their self confidence and to enhance their
communication and critical thinking skills.
These basic skills are vital to the students in
the long run. I also establish some activities to
increase their interest to learn based on the
self-learning method.
My message to the students: You are the ones
who can change the world. You have a big
responsibility to make the world better. I
know you can do this very well. My message
to the parents: Be patient and have trust in
your children. Remember you are your
children’s heroes, role models, supporters,
and one small word from you can make a
massive difference in your children.”

“A smile a day keeps the doctor away”

Thank you for being a part of the Abedeen
family. If you have any feedback or
suggestion, please feel free to get in touch via
email.
Warm regards,
Iman Fairuza Rozhan, Acting Principal
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